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not long before recalled. This week no less than ten several duels were fought in London.
December 25. Came news of the Earl of Argyll's escape out of prison, at which the King seemed concerned, and of the King of France's laying claim to the country of Liege. I received some days before some assurance of being elected burgess of Aldborough, in case of a new Parliament; but my Lord Halifax advised me to make no answer to them, till he saw more as to the supposed voyage. I that day, being Christmas Day, received the sacrament at the Bishop of Ely's chapel.
December 28. My Lord Halifax directed me to be at Whitehall at the rising of the Cabinet Council, saying the King might possibly think fit to speak to me concerning going to Denmark; but he said nothing to me either then or before at the Duchess of Portsmouth's, where his Majesty discoursed with me upon other matters.
Afterwards, my lord told me the King first intended to name me in Council for that embassy the Sunday following, but that I might depend upon the King.
December 31. The Earl of Huntingdon, my Lord Elland, and some others, dined with me, where we ended the year in a more than ordinary debauch, which. God forgive me, it being neither my custom nor inclination much to do so.